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Introduction:

Today we’ll discuss a word we hear quite often, but one that is slowly losing its original meaning. In recent
years, it has been used in many different ways.

Patriotism. What does it actually mean to be a patriot? Is it a flag on the house? Knowing the national
anthem? Pride in our history? Or loud declarations about how much we love our country?

But what if patriotism is actually much quieter? What if it begins with something as ordinary as our
connection to the place where we live?

So today, let’s not talk about grand words. But about home. About our connection to the land where | was
born orthat I've chosen as my home.

And also about how a person can be a patriot in the best sense of the word.

Conversation:

The word “homeland” is a special one. Each of us imagines something slightly different when we hear it.
For some, it's the country where they were born. For others, it's the city, village, or region where they
spent their childhood. For still others, it's the language they speak, a song they’ve known since childhood,
the smell of home cooking, their grandmother’s house, the forest beyond the village, or the path they
walked to school. Because “homeland” isn’t just a line on a map. It's something we carry inside. Deep
within ourselves. It consists of memories, the stories of our ancestors, the landscape we know, and the
culture we’ve inherited. That’s why “homeland” is very close in meaning to the word “home.”

And we've already talked about home in one of our previous reflections. It's not just a house or an
address. Home is about relationships. It’s similar with the homeland. Homeland is not just a territory that
someone points out to us on a map. It is a place to which we have a connection. And let’s not forget that
every relationship needs care. We love our house. So we simply clean it, repair it, plant flowers, and paint
the fence. We love our garden; we tend to it and take care of it.

And our relationship with our homeland is similar. It’s really no big deal. That relationship can begin by
taking care of the place where we live—by not being indifferent to what our street, town, or countryside
looks like. By knowing, for example, the history of our town. We know why our church is named the way it

is, who farmed the fields before us, why some traditions have survived and others have disappeared.
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And that we value the language we speak. All of this can be a very ordinary form of patriotism.
And this is precisely where we come to the difference between words and reality:

You can speak very loudly about your homeland. In fact, you can even shout about it! But love for one’s
country is recognized above all by how one treats it. It's easy to say that we love our homeland. But it's
harder to be patient with our neighbor. It's easy to be proud of the beauty of the Czech countryside. But it's
harder not to leave trash behind in the forest. It's easy to talk about traditions. But it's harder to actually
live by some of them and pass them on. And that is precisely the difference between patriotism as a word
and patriotism as arelationship. Atrue relationship, after all, is expressed through care.

Well... that sounds nice, doesn’tit? But saying that doesn’t mean we always have to consider our country
perfect. We simply don’t have to agree with everything that happens here. We don’t have to overlook its
flaws. On the contrary. A person who truly loves something is able to notice even what’s wrong with
it—what bothers them... When we care about our home, we want it to be better. And that’s why we clean
up, make repairs, help out, or try to bring about change.

All of this is a clear expression of a relationship—and, of course, a relationship with our homeland.

The opposite of looking for flaws is the feeling that we must place our country above all others. To claim
that we’re the best and no one can match us. In doing so, we actually become nationalists. And that’s
certainly not right. We can love our home and at the same time respect someone else’s home. We can be
proud of Czech music, literature, landscapes, or history, and at the same time admire what people
elsewhere have created.

After all, love for one’s own homeland doesn’t require anyone else to love theirs any less. Just as we can

love our own family while knowing that other people’s families are equally valuable.

Patriotism, then, doesn’t have to be directed against anyone. It can and should be directed toward
something. Toward home. Toward the landscape. Toward language. Toward culture. And above all,
toward the people who live here.

And also for those who will come after us. Because our homeland is not just something we’ve been given.
It's also something we’ll one day pass on. Every generation is entrusted with a part of the world. We've
inherited some things. We've created some things ourselves. And some things will remain after we're
gone.
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Sothe questionis not: “What does our country give us?” The question remains: “What do we give to it?”

And that is precisely what a healthy relationship with one’s homeland is all about. Not in constantly
proving that we are better than others. But in a quiet sense of responsibility for the place that has been
entrusted to us.

The spiritual center in Vranov is a beautiful example of such a place. It stands in a landscape steeped in
history—a place where, for generations, people have gathered, prayed, worked, sought peace, and
passed something on to future generations. And so, when we walk through Vranov today, we see more
than justthe present. We see the traces of those who came before us.

We are part of a story that we have inherited and that will continue long after we are gone.

Patriotism, then, doesn’t have to be loud. It can be quite quiet and take the form, for example, of a person
who plants a tree or teaches a child a Czech song.

Ourrelationship to our homeland isn’t defined by what we say about it, but by what we do for it.

In conclusion:

What does “homeland” mean to you? Is it a country, a landscape, a city, a village, a language, a family, or
amemory? And what do you do for your homeland?

It doesn’t have to be anything big.

Perhaps it's enough to help someone, take care of your surroundings, learn the story of the place where
you live, or pass on to your children something you yourself received from your parents and
grandparents.

Because loving your homeland doesn’t just mean being proud of it. It also means taking care of it.

And if you ever feel like taking a moment to pause and reflect on your connection to the place where we
live, come to Vranov. You might realize that home and homeland aren’t just the places where we come
from.

They’re the places we care for. And the places we’ll one day pass on to the next generation.

Author: Miroslav Lindovsky, M.A.
<KL

| | CHARITAS E E
)

SPIRITUALE

CENTRUM

VRANOV

(=]t




